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TO WIUTK1I1V TRAVKKLtav
KXPHKS& MJitL LINK J-MOM BALTIMORE TO P1TTB*BURG.

( Through in twenty-two kouri und u half.)
TilIS hue to PitUburg, over ihe Baltimore sod Suaqut-hiuiua and

Pennsylvania Central railroad* is now m successful opera
Hon. By it passengers leave Baltimore al 7f, p. m., (half an hourafler the time of arrival of the evening tram from Washington,) and
proceed to llarritfburg, where th*v are transferred to ihe Ceutralrailroad liaiu, and proceed immediately oil without delay, trouMi^the mountains iu daylight, and arriving in PitUburg utti, p. m.( meday alter starting. The entire distance in performed by railway,vtilh tlie exception of'Guillen, which u doue iu first-class coaches.'

PASSLENGKRtS FROM Tilt WEUT
Leave Piltsfeurg iu the car* of the Central railroad at 7, a. in andarrive at Harrisburgal 4, a. in., the next morning, where the ex
preae ttlin of the Baltimore and Sut»qiiehuiiua railroad will be in
waning, and procaad immediately on to Baltimore, arriving tliare al0, a. ua.f in time tor the train to Washington, which leaves at tik *. flHKThu route is as reliable as any offered to the publicft/-Fare throuali (either way) $1 1.
For tickets apply to the ticket a nt of the Baltimore and Susquehanna Railroad Company, at Calvert Station, Baltimore, or theticket agent of Puuus)Ivauia Ceulial Kailioud Company, PitUburi;

ALFRED GAITHER,Superintendent of Transportation.Dec 14.dlin

rf THK UluAl DOCTOR IIARTLEV, amnii, liomilic KmInfirmary, 99 Arch street, Philadelphia, begs to inform thoae of
his patient* in the neighborhood of Washington with whom he hua
been in communication, that lie has, in compTiancc with their specialrequest, wade arrangements to spend a few days in the city. Deaf¬
ness, uoisca iu the head, aud all disagreeable discharges from the
external ear, speedily aud pcruiaucutijr reiuoved without causing theleast paiu or iucoiiveuieuce; aud he will guaranty a cure iu all
rases when malformation doca not exiat. Dr. II. may be consulted
al his rooiua over Myers's dry gooda store, Pennsylvania avenue,between Vth and 10th streets, Washington, from 1) to 3 o'clock daily.Evenings by appointment.
Thirteen years' cloae and almost undivided atteiiUou to Unabianch ofspecial practice haa enabled him to reduce his treatment

to such a degree of success as to find the most coutlrincd and obsti¬
nate cases yield by a ateady attention to the uieaiia prescribed.The following testimonials are submitted with confidence. Theywill show at least iu what estimation his professional qualifications
arc held by some of the most distinguished medical meu of the
country:

I have had the pleasuie to meet Dr. Hartley in practice, and have
beeu led to form a favorable opiniou of his character, both in the
profession and as a gentleman.

W. PARKER, M. P.,
Professor ot Surgery, 8tc.

Ilia professioual abilities will be duly appreciated by those who
place themselves under his care.

JOHN II. WIIITTAKER, M. D,Professor of Anatomy, &c.
Frrm my intercourse with Dr. Hartley, 1 have found his deport-

meut correct and gentlemanly.
VALENTINE MOTT, M. D.

It ia a pleasant duty to give my testimony iu favor of the treat¬
ment adopted by D. Hartley for the cure of deafness. The appiica
tion ia unattended by pain or iuconveuience, and its effects almost
instantaneous. II. P. I1AUDMAN,

Counsellor at law, 23 Chambers street.
We have known several cases of partial deafness treated by him

with the most happy results. Dr. |l. is a scientific gentleman, and
can produce numerous testimonials of his ability and success in this
difficult branch of the medial profession .Globe.

Persons afflicted by diseases of the ear are recommended to pay a
viMt to Dr. Hartley, aurist, at No. 99 Arch itrect, above Third. He
is a well-educated professional inan, aud, having paid particular at¬
tention to diseases affecting hearing, has acquned from his skill and
expcrieucc better means of coping with this serious affliction than
those which are possessed by physicians in general practice..De~
gpaick.
Dec 17.dtf

To the Public.

THE undersigned respectfully inform their patrons and friends, and
the public generally, Ihat they have lately opened an office over

the Exchange Bank of Seldeu, Wither*, h. Co., oil 7th street, in the
city of Washington, D. C., for the transaction of business aa geheral
agents, and especially as agents for the prosecution of claims against
the government, and for buying aud selling of lauds and securing
the titles thereof. The junior partner (J. McN. Latham) is a lawyer
by profession, and will attend to any busiueaa in the limits of the
District. The senior partner. (Richard M. Young,) having been
Commissioner of the General Land Office, and become familiar with
the titles and localities of the public lauds, and having been also a

lawyer and judge for mauy years, persuades himself that he will be
able to render satisfaction in any business which requires a knowl
edge of the laws and of the country where capitalists may desire to
invest their funds.

Liberal advances will be made upon claims intrusted to their
agency when of an unquestionable character. They beg leave to
refer to Messrs. Seldeu, Withers, fc Co., aud members of Congress
generally.

RICHARD M. YOUNG,
J. McN. LATHAM.

Dec 21.9w

ANNUALS, Ikmreislra, Slid Illustrated B>ok* for
lftSa.. Friendship's Ottering, a Chiisliuas, New Year, and birth

day present for ISo'i.
The Snow Flake for ltt&2.
The Woodbine, a holyday gift for 1862.
The Cabinet of Modern Art for \r&2.a collection of twenty five

subjects of modern master*, engraved in the highest style of art
Leaflets of Memory, an illuminated annual tor 14&2, edited by

Reynell Coat's, M. D , Philadelphia.
Women of the Bible; Women of the Testament ; Our Saviour,

with the Prophets and Apostles The Path way* and Abiding Places
oftha Saviour; The Land of Bondage, by Wainwrigbt; The Mis
stouary Memorial; The Women of the Scriptures, by Rev. II H.
Weld.all profusely illustrated and spleudidly bound
The Book of the Picturesque.
The Book of Home Beauty.
Beauties of the Court of Charles the Second.
The Shakspeare Gallery.
Beautifully illustrated and richly-bound copies of Milton, Rogers,

Campbell, Byron, Goldsmith, Thompson, Irving, and many others.
The Moms Rr»se The Dew Drop The Remember Me ; The Ama

rantli; The Lilly of rtia Valley ; Tfca Irving Offering and others too
numerous for the limits of an adveitisemeut.
Albums, French portfolio*, drawing books. Bibles, Testaments,

and prayer books , of all sixes and every style. Juvenile books, botli
French and English, for every age, in great variety.
Dee 34 FRANCK TAYLOR.

NOT1CB..The otockholder* of the " Washington Gas-Light
Company" are hereby notified that, pursuant to the charter, the

annual meeting for the election of directors for the ensuing year
will be held at the office of the company on Monday, January 5,
16^"2. 7 o'clock, p. m.

J. F. BROWN,
DaeSI.<ISw Secretary.

SKMI-AN.Xl'AL< NOTICK..Will be iwurd by ua, on or bvfore
the flraf of the new year, all open a ounta on our booka, when

we earnestly and reapectfully aak the Hlfor of all to whom they will
he aent to call and aettle the aaiue, either with tlie money or nc-fo
tiahle paper.

CLAGETT k DOPtiON.
Dec *20.<ltl*t Janif

ACARD..We, the aubacribera, reapeetfully notify all peraona
having acrounta with ua that their respective billa will be drawn

ofF and preaented to them on the *24th of the preaent month.
In order that we may continue the buaineaa profitably to ouraelvea

and advantageoualy to our cuatouiera, that which i« iao.t deairable.
and, indeed, of the utmoat Importance to ua at thia ume. ta the pay¬
ment of every account when preaented.

CLAGETT, NEWTON, MAY, k CO.
Dec 20.d mif

UATIIKW PIT CLAIR ( I.AHliK haa reopened am
ill office for tlie tranaaction of law and agency buaineaa, w F
attest, near the Department of the Interior, and nearly In reai of
Willaxd'a Motel, where be boarda.
Nov 'i9.d.lm [Nat Intel Republic, Telegraph ]

WHITEIII'KMT** new and extenalve (iallery of l*re-
nuum Daguerreotypes, over the atorc of Duvall Al Rro.f between

4M and 6tli a«reeta, Prnnaylvania avenue.
Thia galiary po»ne»«c* many advantagea over other*, being huilt on

the aecond floor, and arranged »*iprem.iy foe Una purple. It con
tataa one of the largcat akyligbta in thia country, and la the moat
eitenaive and rtneat aouth of Baltimore. It poaacaaea every facility
for copying paintinga or daguerreotype*. not b.-ivmg it-. ri. >r m
the world, where may be obtained beautiful and highly flmahed
daguerreotype* in all weathar, though cloudy ia preferable, except
for children. Powl mortem cnaea promptly attended to.
Awarded the flrat medal at the late Pair of the Maryland Inati

tula, and a premium nt the late Pair at New York.
<Jat.utaiK0.~No. 205 Baltimore atreet, Baltimore; 347 Broadway,

New York Pennaylvania avenue, VVaalnngton, D. CJ.; 77 Mam
.treat, Richmond, Virginia ; Lynchburg, Virginia Norfolk, VIt
glnla ; and Petersburg, Virginia
Theae gallerlea are ojien Iree to the public at all hovra of the day.

J. N. Willi KMl/RHT,
iHn. Ii-d3rn (tola proprietor.

A KTK.lt. thanking otir patrona for the Increased
11. patronage extended to ua during tha paat yea/, we beg to aaaure
fbem that we ahall poaitively expect to receive the caah or notet at
abort dale* for all ainounta due ua by the I at proximo. We feel it
only reejulaiie to add that the prompt attention of our frienda will
cont/ibute to our temporal well being, and we doubt no! will givethan the utmoat pteaaure.
Dt !..3D«f PERRY k BROTHER.

1MB SANK OP T»lK IAION, In ltrn*vn*a Marble
Building, ia now open for the tranaaction of an exchange and

general hanking buaineaa*
HO. H. (JAI.I, AMI KR, Preaident.

0. W. Maaan, ('aahier.
Dec 16.tf

A CARD. -The attention of the public i« reapectftilly requeated to
iV onratockof rich cabinet ware, French China dinner, deaeert,
and tea aervice, mantel vaaea, cut gla*a ware, silver -plated ware,
doable and aingle hair mattreatea, togethei with a general aeaortment
of eaefa^ houaehold furniture ; all of which haa been selected with
great care from the beat manufactorlea, exprc«ely fbr tlie cily trade,
and Will be aold exceedingly <»w t<-r aah, or liberal c redit for
natidbeinry paper.

DYER k McOUIRE,
Bapt 16.d Aoetioneera.

THE eale of nacfnl and rancy artlclea for tbe pnr-
1 cfcaae of wood for the Buffering poor of the city »Ull eontinuea at
044 MHtna' Hall, through the day and evening.We Mgrat to hear that ao imporum and benevolent a canae ahould
M #9 >tn»tly encouraged. The article, offered for aale are low, and

aftbem hnaaitiful and, in addition, thoae celebrated and da
liCMfrl ¦wrlui Um liarp playera aril nifafxl for tlx' reaninj'a
.vMittlnnlnC
Dmt II .Mi

rHIl, CHOATK'a MllUncry Mil K.m ( More. ronr-
^Hand-a-hair atraet, nf*r I'mti Air. 0 keep, conetanlly
m« ImI a eery Urfr KMIIMIkl of inlllmrn MM, t-.n. «i«, and
llrnaa QMM, mt^* Hhe i. confident Ihui bir bonneta ran-
nm he mn.fi || l.y an, other < atahllehment in ihla city 11 <.> lanry
yi Mi^|.riiwlM irg wall a.lrriMl, and .T.ry exertion la ua.d In
|1v. aiiladirSmi. Clirlalmat and Mew Vear'i praaanla of a .npvrfor
quality, ralra .uppllrd at a liberal dlarooni Don't forg.i 41,

nm* honaa north of renaajlTanla aaanii.,
D»r dim

©10 Pcrilg linon.
vol.un£ b> «lllbltf, tbb uniok, ajno vbi COM&WTWrtOM." number at*.

CITY OF WASHINGTON, SUNDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 28. 1851.
CONGRESSIONAL.
DEl'EKKKU UHBATK

SATURDAY, DECEMBER ao, 1851.

VUBHATB,
The debate having been resumed, Mr. Footk made

a brief explanation, and the debate was continued as fol¬low*
Mr IIHETT. 1 thought the other day, when the sen-

ator from Mississippi [Mr. Foote] fame to »|>eak of myopinion*, that li« had lead my speech, as it no happens it
is iu print. I have it not here, but I have it at hoiue.Now, it is of no sort ol couse<|ueuce to me at what tunethe gentleman, or any body else, puts me down as a seces¬
sionist.whether it he twenty year* ago, five years ago,
or now. I say that I am one now. My own view about
my position is this : that iu 1S33 I was struggling for a
refoiui of the government. 1 had ho|ies that it could then
be reformed. 1 did not despair of iU leformuiion until in
1S112, when the tariff hail been passed overlhiowing the
compromise taiiff of lh3J. The '21st rule, it whs known,would be ie|iealed, and the democratic party, having the
majority in both branches of Congress, refuted to alterthe laritf act of 184J. It was not until then that 1 des¬
paired ot any information of the government at the cen¬tral head on distinct and risht principles.lam sure the Senate will not expect me.and would
hardly pardon me if 1 were to do so.to reply to the
whole speech of the senator from Mississippi, [Mr.Foote,} ol three hours'length, and delivered iu two da>sIt is not my purpose to respond to that speech at all, but
only to reler to a few particular*, and those of a personalkind altogether, iu order that a correct conception mightbe had of the whole. I lament very much, indeed, the
necessity of having any personal controversy. 1 have
been fortunate enough to serve seven years iu the South
Catolina legislature, and twelve years in the other branchof Congress, without being involved in auy personalaltercation with anyone. And 1 must say now, what is
known to every one, that since the senator from Missis¬
sippi [Mr. Foote] has been in this body tl:ere have been
more personal disputes here than for twenty years be¬
fore.
Mr. FOOTE. 1 call the gentleman to order. He has

no right to reler to my course here iu this personal inah-
ner. lie has no right to refo to any personal disnutes 1
may have had witu honorable senators on this floor or
elsewhere. If the Chair thinks he has a light thus to
speak of me and my course here, 1 shall submit to the
decision cheerfully, only claiming the privilege of a re¬
sponse to the gentleman's suggestions upon this rather
delicate tonic.
The l'ilESJDENT. The Chair has no hesitation in

saying thu.1 everything ol a personal character is certainly
outol order.
Mr RHEIT. I thought 1 was referring to a fact lhal

everybody knew. Bui 1 Lave no disposition to go into
that mailer. So far as 1 am concerned, litis, I believe, is
about the first difficulty or altercation that I have ever
had with anybody.
The senator says that what I said in conclusion of my

speech in respect to Mr. Calhoun, und his having hurried
him lo his grave, " was a vile and calumnious charge."The Senate will t&frily perceive
The PRESIDENT. The CI..or was not aware that

the senator lroin Mississippi [Mr Footk] made use ol
that reinaik as applying to the senator lrom South Caro¬
lina. [Mr. Riiett J
Mr. RHEIT. No, sir, 1 admit that. But he said thai

the charge was a vile and calumnious one.
The PRESIDENT. If the Chair had thought that

anything personal was meant, he would have called the
gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Foot*] to older.
Mr. RHETT. He did not say that I had male a vile

and calumnious charie, but thai the assertion was a vile
and calumnious one. When I said that he had hurried
Mr. Calhoun into hit grave, everybody understood that
it was a metaphorical expression. What 1 meant the
metaphor to express was inis, that by his attack he had
weakened Mr. Calhoun, and thus had hastened Ins de¬
cease. That is w hat I intended to s.iy. And that 1 was
not very wild in that expression is supported by what
the senatur himself says. He sayshimselt lhal u rumor
conveying this cburge was in the "papers and about ihe
city, and thalihe honorable senator from Alabama [Mr.
CLk.Nt.Ns] wrote to the New Yotk Herald, and had it
contradicted. I believe he is right as to the extent of Ihe
rumor It is certain that 1 heard it in South Carolina,
where I then was; and when I came here, two senators
informed me of the same thing.one of them I will men
tion dwectly And iu addition to that, three gentlemen.
1 might say four.but I will say three gentlemen, who
were living in the house with Mr. Calhoun at lbs time,
and who are now members of the other House, distinct-
ly declared to me the same thing. I can give their names
if the senator wants them. They were here, saw Mr.
Calhoun's condition, before and after; saw the elfect the
attack of Ihe senator produced u|K>u him ; saw him on
his sick Led ; and they did not doubt, and they now say
lha; they do not doub', the effect ol that attack upon
Mr. Calhoun was seriously to impair the then condition
of his health, and hasten his death. Now, there is my
authority for saying so f believe myself that every¬
body thinks so 1 wai not here at the time.I saw noth¬
ing of it, but I did not suppose that I was saying any-
thing that any body would controvert. Observe that I do
not say tl c senator designed any such thing. But l
thought that if he produced that effect, and was aware
that lie had produced it, he wat the last man u|>on this
lloor, as I beioie said, who ought lo have got up here
and said anything disparaging ol Mr. Calhoun.
Now, what are ihe reasons that the senator gives for

having made that attack ! The first is, that the proposi-
tion of Mr. Calhoun was in itself equivalent to a dissolu-
tion of the Union. What is that proposition I il is a

scheme under which the greatest lepublic that ever ex¬

isted hi Ihe World lived for nix hundred years. It is a

proposition of the consular s)stem of Rome, wilh this
difference only, that the veto power is joined with it.
Hut, sir, the veto |iower is only a preventive, not an ag-
gre»sive power; and although I should not be in favor
of such a proposition, I by no means think it so very un¬
wise or dangerous. I am sure its tendency would not be
to hung the sectn ni into antagonism On the contrary,
it would produce harmony. Il certainly would protect
the South, and w as pioduced from zeal for the South,
and therefore is entitled to the indulgent consideration of
all tiue southern ineu. 1 do not see in the proposition
itself, there/ore, anything so very alarming as to call out
the passionate animadversions of the senator. But lie
says that the Nashville convention was about to sit, ami
it was expected that lhat convention would jirojiose
emendations to the constitution, and that Mr. Calhoun
sought tn instigate that convention to demand certain pro¬
posed amendments, which, not being adopted, woulJ dis
solve Ihe Union. I was a member of the convention,and
never heard from Mr Calhoun, or from anybody else,
any such proposition
Mr FOOTE. Let me call the honorable senator's at¬

tention lo one fact At the time the Nashville conven¬
tion was in session, or a short tune previous, as I think,
I had occasion here to notice a very striking publication
made iu the Union newspai*r of this city, which was

avowedly made at the instance of one of Ihe represenla-
lives from South Carolina ill the other House, for whom
I have ihe highest personal res|>ect. The newspaiwr ar¬

ticle to which I have reference conlaiaed a regular and
formal proposition.if I do not forget its contents.from
a certain Mr. Wigfall, of Texas, a South Carolinian by
birth, and known to be closely affiliated with certain

politicians of that State, that the Nashville convention
should demand certain constitutional amendments.to
the number of seven, I believe.as a tint q>ta non to a

settlement of the pending questions As soon as I saw
it, conjecturing lhat it was intended to o|ierate upon the
action of the convention, and upon ihe southern men

generally, in a manner adverse to Ihe scheme of adjust¬
ment then before Congreas. I look occasion, in a solemn
and formal manner, to warn the country aaainst that
pro|>ositiou. I do not remember whether Mr. Wigtall
was in Ihe convention or nol. Mr Henderson, of Iexas,
was, and believe Ihe proposition was there privately,
if not publicly, discussed. I have certainly been ao in¬
formed
Mr RHETT. I have only to »ay that I never heard

anything of the sort; and there stands another delegate
[Mr. Mc.Rak] who ran say for himself whether be heard
anything of tbe kind. But if I had, 1 should not have
thought it a very extraordinary thing The constitution
provides for emendations upon its face; and can ao ap-
peai be made to lhal instrument to cairy out its own pro¬
visions, hut a man is to he denounced as a disunionist, or

something worse > (»en Jackson, in his first inesaiige. 1
think, distinctly proposed that rather than assume low¬
ers the constitution should be amended.

In order not to be misunderstood, I will say lhat I am
content with the constitution ol the tinned Slates as it ia
1 have inyse f never wanted anything more than the con

solution of Ihe United Stales administered upon the strict

principles of Ihe republican party That constitution
does not sanction abolition agitation here II does not

authorize unjust taxation or eipenditure If it was ad
Uered to. we should have peace.we should have no col¬
lisions But the difficulty ia, that the constitution is writ

adhered to, but ia doomed lo construction* and evasiona

lis provisions have been nullified by the power of anorthern majority; and hence, in my view, nothing but
the parties to the constitution.the States.can make this
northern majority yield its usurpation of powers. The
time in not far distant.if not already here.in which
what John Kandolph said will be true: it will be out ol
order to (juote the constitution of the Uhited Stales The
constitution can never be brought back to itsonginal
principle* by the action of the central government here.
It is the majority here which carries the aggressive policyand measures into action; and how can there be two-
thirds in both houses willing so to amend the constitu¬
tion as to deprive themselves of this very power, and to
puialyze and restrain their own action ? There is no pos¬sible way to get an amendment of the constitution, or dis<
tinct guarantees enforcing it, exopt by checking the sec¬
tional power throngti (he States. Then alone, findingthat their aggressive policy cannot prevail, they may be
expected to consent to alterations of the constitution de¬
claratory of its true meaning. Therefore I have never
looked lor any new guaiantecs in the constitution of the
United States in any other way than by the action ol the
Stales.the minority States averting their sovereignly,and arresting the u»ur|Mttions of the majority. This can
Hloue induce theiri to give up their |>ower and yield to the
limitations ol the constitution.
Another reason assigned by the senator for assailingMr. Calhoun was, that Mr. Benton was about to assail

him: therefore, by way of keeping Mr. Hciiton from us-
sailing him, lie tt-sailed him himself!
Mr. FOOTE. 1 did not say so. 1 said expressly jhatthe senator from Missouri [Mr. Benton] would attack

the whole of us us di^unionists, on very plausible ground.Therefore it was that I sought sage and patriotic coun¬
sels, and, following those counsel.*, defended Mr. Cal¬
houn Hnd all his political associates from ail attack
which I feared might do us great injury.Mr. RHETT. Well, Mr. President, the senator from
Missouri [Mr. Benton] told me last winter, standing
near thut column, that the gentleman from Mississippihad thrust Mr. Calhoun into his grave. These were Ins
woids: "Sir," said lie, " 1 would as soon have lliougfrt
of striking a dead corpse as to have laid my hands uponhim in the dying condition in which he was." And yettfce senator lroiri Mississippi has alluded to Mr. Benton
as intending to assail Mr. Calhoun.
Mr. FOOTE Politically.Mr. RHETT. Me condemned what the senator from

Mississippi did with indignation. 1 only say this in ex¬

culpation of Mr. Benton, because he is not here.
But the dilator says I ought not to be the man to speakin defence of Mr. Calhoun, because I was very desirous

to supplant him in the Senate, and therefore stood in (lie
position of a political rival. 1 am not at all sure, if the
premises were true, tha.t the conclusion follows. I am
not sure but that, being his political rival in his lifetime,
it might not be very proper for me, after having succeeded
to his place, to defend hnn when assailed upon this floor.
But the premises are not true, and the senator from Mis¬
sissippi shall himselt relule the charge. The charge
arose, I presume, because I differed from Mr Calhoun on
various measures. I differed from him in tegaid to the
Mexican war, and the support of {'resident I'olk's admin¬
istration The senator Irotn Mississippi agreed with me
in my course. I presume that is no ground, then, to im¬
pugn any man's integrity or motives. I differed from Mr.
Calhoun also upon the presidential election, in supportingthe senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass ] But the sen¬
ator from Mississippi again agreed with me there, too. In
both of these points I differed from Mr. Calhoun, and in
both of them the senator from Mississippi agreed with
tne as to my political course. Was the Mexican war, or
tbe support of the senator from Michigan to the presi¬
dency, so outrageous, so malignant, and so corrupt a thing
that.oue man was not only culpable, but could not agree
with another in lhai support without having his motives
impugned ' I think not, sir. 1 did not, in differing
with Mr. Calhoun as to these public matters, justly render!
myself amenable to the imputation that senator has
brought before the Senate. I thought i was right then
1 think 1 was right now, and that the imputation is
wholly undeserved. I will not say that the imputation
is vile and calumnious ; but 1 will t>ay that the senator
who litis ucted with me when I thus differed from Mr
Calhoun ought to have been the man to defend me, in¬
stead of joining in defaming me At the sa.ne time 1
must say that I am not aware that there ivj< any hostility
between Mr. Calhoun and myself. I was appointed to
deliver an oration ujion his death before the legiflature
of South Carolina, and I performed that duty as well as

I was able, and endeavored to do full inslice to his mem¬

ory. And certainly In his lifetime I defended his politi¬
cal course in the newspapers and periodicals to no small
extent. I spent more ink in defending linn, personally
and politically, th*n any man living Still 1 was only
doing what 1 thought to be my daty in supiiorting a great
man who was seiving the country in tne cause with
which I was identified. Sir, f do not know how any¬
one can escape the tender charities of the senator from
Mississippi. If ) ou go against him he denounces you,
and if you go with hnn he imputes utiworthy motives to
you. Go with him or against him, it see ns you are

equally liable to have imputations cast u[>on your
course.

But the gentleman says we all behaved in a very out¬
rageous manner in suitporting the Missouri Compromise
of 36 deg 30 mm. It was an abolition project, teeming
with abolition consequences anil abominatioug. Well,
sir, it so happens thai the senator himself supported, not
only by bis vote hut by his rounwl, n proposition made
by yourself, Mr. President, to take 3ft deg 30 min , or
one degree less, for the South. Now, if 3H deg 30 mm.
be a concession to abolitionism, what must 35 deg 30
miD.be.' Will the senator work out the sum ! Sir, I
do not blame you, or blame him, for that vote , I might,
perhaps, have done the same thing myself. When we
voted lor the Missouri Compromise of 30 deg 30 min.,
we knew that we got very little, and that even that was
worth territorially still less. What we of the South ob¬
tained by that Compromise was a southern border.the
power of expansion It was the policy of the North that
we should lie hemmed in by a ho-tile free population
Extension is necessary to the existence of our institu¬
tions, and therefore we went for the proposition which
gave us an opportunity to extend. We were thus sub¬
serving the interests »f the South by preventing the
North from hemming us in We said Give us the lib¬
erty to expand, and we will yield the matter of the quan-
tily of territory. I)j not attempt, as a fanatic in the
ottier branch ol Congress expressed it, to suriound us by
a fire of liberty which will melt the chains of the slave

I stated that the mode by which slavery was excluded
from Utah and New Moxico was this that a majority
of the judges of those Territories were understood to be
in tavorol enforcing tile Mexican laws, whereby slaveiy
would he excluded Irom those Territories. 1 never said
that Mr. Baker, or any other of the judges, were Wilmot
proviso men. I listened very carefully yesterday to the
reading of Judge Baker's letter. Me did not say that in
his opinion the Mexican laws excluding slavery were not
in force.
Mr. FOOTK. The senator has done unintentional in¬

justice to Judge Baker. The senator will find that the
letter states distinctly that his whole course as a rnembei
of the Mississippi legislature, and otherwise in connex¬

ion with this question, had been such as to relieve hi<n
from all unjust suspicions with regard to that matter
The letter gives the clearest implication, and it is entirely
in accordance with my own knowledge, that he is one ol
the soundest inen in ( liristendom, ill tlM extreme south¬
ern sen»e of the term, on all questions connected with
Wilmot provisoisin. There was a slander of this kind
circulated against him in our State, hut Judge [taker has
vindicated himself effectually. I can assure the gentle¬
man that he has l>een misinlormed by some one in refer¬
ence to this matter.

Mr. RHKTT On yesterday a representative in the
other branch ol Congress came here to my scat, and said
that he was informed that Mr. Baker, on the huntings in

Miarfiaaippi, had argueil that the Mexican laws prohib¬
iting slavery in those Territories were of forcc :ind did
exclude slavery.
* Mr FOOTK. I am authorized to say that it is false
Mr KHKTT I know that one of the judges appoint¬

ed told me that it was understood that two of them were

ol opinion that the Mexican laws were in force in'lhat
Territory , ami if this is not so, then the President of the
ruled did not 1.> Ins duty as Mr I'ulk was pre

pared to do it He, I know, appointed those, and those
only, who, as judges in the Teiritmics, would have de¬
cided that the Mexican laws did not exclude slavery in
those Territories, but were subordinate to the constitu¬
tion of the United States. If Mr. Fillmore entertains the
contrary opinion, is it surprising that he should ap|>oint
judges to carry out his opinions and views' F,verybody
knows that he is an entire anti-alaverv man When I
was with hnn ill the other branch of Congress, he was

considered and ranked with the abolitionists lln voted
with them won all extreme mensurea, s eadily and uni

formly. Ann is it surprising, such being his feelings and
views, that, when about to appoint officers over this Ter
ritory. he should appoint such as bplieve the Mexican
laws to be in forre, and who would therefore carry out

his principles and opinions, and exclude slavery from
ihe Territories' I therefore veiy readily b« l.eved th»
fart when 1 was informed of it, and now ilouht the rffcbt
of ihe senator to s|*ak authoritatively concerning it.

. V sauator ha# thought proper lo sneak of the ¦ym-
jiai .y between abolitionists and myself It seems that
he Wrved that when the senator from New HampshireIMi Hamc] passed some of his witticisms here, I laughed;and that laugh, like " fjord Burleigh's nod," meant a
giest deal. Well, sir, I like t<> laugh and I confess that
when the senator from New Hampshire, or, what is bet¬
ter, the senator from Mississippi, legates us wnh his racy
a'lu moat extraordinary wit, f do laugh, because, illuini-
natt by its coruscations, I cannot help it. But it seeins
tlia; he perceived also some political co-optnUion and
sympathy between us. The other day the senator from
New Hampshiie rose up brie and expressed his cordial
approbation of the compromise doctrines of the senator
from Mississippi; ihe senator from Mississippi had »aid
that the South bad got all that they claimed by his Com¬
promise. The oeualor from New Hampshire immediatelyclosed hands with him, and said, " Yes, you have notall." The one sought to foment the North ; the other to
subject the South. Alter that exhibition ol fraternal co¬
operation and sympathy, i should have supposed that the
61'imior from Mississippi would have been too proud of
that harmony to allow others lo come withiu its sacred
spell Who piaiseslhe Union more than the senator from
Mississippi? Who praises it wore than the abolitionists!
Why, heie is the senator front Ohio, [Mr. Chase,] who
ut the last session of Congress pronounced a eulogy on
thrl'oion worthy of ihe senator from Mississippi himself.
He said it was like the heavens above us.never to fall.
He did not remind us, however, that from the heavens
sometimes descend floods and tempests, which desolate
the land. Here, too, with him, is the senator from New
York, [Mr. Skwaki),] with whom he dines; and the sen¬
ator fiom Massachusetts, JMr. Sumner;] and all the
abolition Senators, who are ready with their eloquence to
swell ibe hallelujahs of the senator from Mississippi to
the Union. They know that the Union is their necessary
instrument to overthrow slavery in the South. They go,
too, villi the senator in his consolidation doctrines.
They wish to enlarge the powers of this government, to
reach southern slavery. As the whole abolition political
heresy sprung up from consolidation, of couise they
will most lovingly embrace the senator, with General
Jackson's proclamation as the great democratic aboli¬
tion constitutional platform. The senator especially
bungs to the notice ol Ihe Senate an editorial in the Union
newspaper, in which it is asserted not only that General
Jackson wrote the proclamation.every word of it.but
that it is not to be adulterated by Mr. Blair's explanations.
The abolitionists want the thing just as it is, that they
may, in the first place, have the power to assail slaveryby the general government ; second, that when they assail
it they may tire up their northern adherents by declaring
that it is the South which has got all it claims; and, lastly,
they want a southern man who will swear the same thing.
Thus consolidation, northern aggression, and southern
submission move harmoniously together, and the senator
from Mississippi and the abolitionists co-operate in the
grand drama of African emancipation by the action of the
general government. They are co-patriots together, with
this difference, however, that the senator is by far the
greatest patriot of them alt. He will do moie for the
rails? of abolition in one year than Garrison, Tappan, &
Co. can do in twenty. He said yesterday that he was for
the Union at all hazards. Of course, then, he is for the
Union, even with emancipation. There is an ally just of
the kind these abolitionists desire. Yet he accuses me
of an affinity with ihe abolitionists because I laugh, or
have expressed tue opinion that the fugitive slave law is

unconstitutional. I think that this law is both unconsti¬
tutional and gives the abolitionists advantages the consti¬
tution does not bestow. If their own State authorities
were bound to sunender up our fugitive slaves, as they
are cur fugitive criminals, in my opinion our facility (or
recovering oui fugitive slaves would be greatly increased.
But the Supreme Court has said otherwise; and I have
said 1 bow to the decision of the Supreme Court. My
opinion, therefore, is an abstraction but is his consoli¬
dation |>oiicy un abstraction.or his des|ieraie unionism,!
his compromise, Ins submission, abstractions.' They
are all instrumentalities in the stiaight road of practical
abolitionism Yet tie charges me with affinities and as¬
sociations with abolitionists.I who propose to resist and
cut loose from them.and by laying beiore the people of
the North the only form which can now destroy them,
Ihe utut oj the Ui.iuti,- and, should this fail, then to cast
them out loraver from all political association with us.
he charge* me with the sympathy of abolitionists
The senator from Mississippi [Mr. Kootic] says that if

tie were to attempt to declare for secession, as f have done,
upon the tloor ol the Ssnate, or to say or do anything
which might overthrow llie government as it exists, whilst
a senator, Ins tongue would be | aralj/.ed, his conscience
would shrink back with horror in his bosom! And why
is this, sir.' Because he says it would be inconsistent, it
seems, with Ins position as a senator.a part of the gov-J
eminent.and inconsistent with his oath lo support the
constitution. Now, in the first place, I do not think this
has heretofore been the course of the senator from Mis-
sissippi, [Mr. Foot* J Whenever he is very violent in

impugning any coursu, only watch him a little while, and
you will tind that it is because he has practised it before
himsell. That is very much the esse here. Did not the
senator but yesterday on this floor declare that be got up
both the Mississippi convention and the Nashville con¬
vention? Well, the Mississippi convention, which pro¬
posed the Nashville convention, put forth an address to
the people of the southern Stales. The National Intelli¬
gencer of this city, quoting the paragraph I shall read,
denounced this address as pro(K>sing another Hartford
convention and a southern confederacy; and the senator
got up here, and, in offering his Mississippi resolutions!
and the address, defends and supports them upon ihe floor
of the Senate
Mr. KUUTfc. 1 declared that it wai a union docu¬

ment
Mr RHETT I will read what thin address says and

what he says, and then the Senate can decide what sort of
Union document it is.

lie read to the Senate the following word* from the
address of the people of Mississippi to the people of the
southern States:
" H-side and beyond a pnpnl.ir convention of the south¬

ern Stales, Willi the view nud the hope ol arresting the
course ol atrgiension, and ll not fracticab'w, then to etneen-

trait the mirill, underHanding, and action, the con¬

vention of Mississippi suggested, a> the possible ullimate
resort, the call by tho legislatures of the »<sailed Stat"s of
siiII more solemit conventions.Mich a« should be regularly
elected by Ihe people of those Slates.to deliberate, speak,
and act with all llio sovereign power of Ihe people. Shoul J,
in ihe remit, .uch conventions be called and meet, they
may lead 10 a like regularly const unit d convent.on ol all
the a tailed Ststes to provide In the last resort lor their

separae wellare, bn the formation of a compart of Union
that trill afford protection to their ltbertii$ and righti. In
such actinia. in the language of Madison, 'one spitit will
animate and conduct Ihe whole.' "

Such are the words; and the senator from Mississippi,
not content to read them, undertakes to expound whilst
endorsing them. He says :

" If, ill these important points, the North should prove
unwilling lo do justice.winch Heaven foihid.if Ihe of¬
fensive eniclnients menaced (our exclusion Irom our Ter¬
ritories) shall be adopted, and the grievances already con¬

fessedly inflicted shall remain unredressed, then the south¬
ern Slates will assemble in convention to consult lor iheir
own safety bihI welfare ; arid if justice shall still be with¬
held, after all pacific and constitutional expedients have
been tried III vain, why then the southern .'states may feel
it to be their duly, forced npon lliein, »f leiedinf i* the Imt
rnort from the Union "

There is necesson advocated in Ihe last resort and
nobody advocated it upon any other terms. There is a

southern confederacy -proposed by Ihe Mississippi con¬

vention, and supported by (hat senator, as a last resort;
and nobody proposed it in any other contingency, ll was
a deslinct declaration to this effect: deprive us of our

Territories and );ive us no redress, and we will secede
from the Union, and set up a southern confederacy
Mr. POOTE. After all pacific and constitutional

means had been resorted to in vain.
Mr. RHETT. I do not care what qualifications the

senator makes. They do not alter his position. He sup¬
ported first the proposition, that in a certain contingency,
most probable, and which did occur, there should be a

southern congress, in which the southern Slates should
appear in their sovereign capacity, and should " *t.ctde
from the Union " Where was the senator's oath and
tongue when he laid this proposition before the Senate ?
He supported Ihe further proposition, that Ihe seceding
Stales should lorm a southern confederacy. Are these
measures not measures affecting the continuance of (he
government, of which Ihe senator is a part as a senator f
But yesterday he was denouncing, in the vulgar slang of
Ihe liny, iliose whom he termed fire eaters Why, mis

pert at Ihe time he laid the Mississippi Vldress and reso¬

lution before the Senate certainly a liltle before lie was

considered, both here and elsewhere, as a chief amongst
them You know, sir, that he came here with a very
self-complacent and triumphant air, (I was told.I was

not hern,) and announced to the Senate that on a Saturday
morning next ensuing the Union was to be dissolved,
lie then expressed none ol those ihapsodies for the Union
in which ho now boasts 11 in tongue moved freely, and
his bosom did not burst wilh horror Even ihe southern
caucus, which assembled 111 this chamber, was considered
n .tlier al the North nor the South tolls . very ilwnled
expedient for upholding the Union Yst the senator claians

the paternity ol that, too In fact, he is identified with
every movement which threatened the Union befoie his
compromise passed Yet he how talks of his oath for¬
bidding a senator to do auyihiug which may tend to over¬
throw the government or the Union Sir. 1 do not hlame
the senator from Mississippi for the part he plaved in anyof these movement* In my opinion he acted well-lie
did what was ngbl. There was nothing that lie
said or did which in the least degree militated
against his duty as a senator. 'J'he duties ol a sen¬
ator are not contineil to the business or interests
of this government, lie is not sent here merely to curry
on ami support this government. Here the Mate* are rep¬
resented in their sovereign capacity A senator stands
here a sort of ambassador, to suiierintend ami tarry out
an agency, (the general government,) which his State
has in common with other States established by a com¬
pact (the constitution) for very limited purposes. Under
these circumstances, my view of his duty is, that not
only bhoulil he faithfully "support the constitution,"
but, should it be perverted or violated by others, lie is
bound to inform his principal.the State be represents.
of the wrong done to her. He is bound to do more he
should make it his duly to inquire and inform his princi¬pal whether the integrity of the violated constitution can
be restored. He is bound to do more: if, in his opinion,the other parties to this constitional coni|>act will not ob¬
serve it, and it is better that his principal should renounce
it, and separate Iroin the other parties, be would be rec¬
reant to his duty if he did not counsel a separation.
That is my view of the matter. A cojisolidutionist like
the senator from Mississippi may, I admit, take a verydifferent view ol his duty. He may suppose the States
not to be sovereign, but a sort of inferior corporations,
and their senators to be mere agents of the federal gov¬
ernment.responsible, morally and legally, only to its au¬
thority. In this view it might be morally and legally
wrong, alter being sworn to support the constitution, to
act for the overthrow of the government it establishes
But 1 am no coriNolidationist. My State is a sovereign,
to whom alone I owe allegiance. 1 am her agent, and
responsible to her, and bound to inform her and to coun¬
sel her in all matters aflecting her intervals or honor rel¬
ative to this grand agency of hers, which belongs to her
in common with the other Slates. Such is my view of
the duty of a senator. 1 shall act upon it and observe it.
My bosom is unwrung.my tongue is unparafyzed.
Others may do as they please ; but, for me, 1 will defend
the interest and honor of the State 1 represent, and coun¬
sel her to defend them in any way that I deem best cal¬
culated to protect them.
Mr. President, 1 will say no more. The senator from

Mississippi said a great deal more which 1 cannot ap¬
prove. Hut the Senate, I fear, is as tired of irie as it must
be of him. Thankful to the Senate for the indulgence it
has afforded me, 1 yield the floor to the senator from
Texas.
Mr. FOOTE. The senator from Texas is kind enough

to allow me to make a lew remarks by wav of personal
explanation, and I will take advantage of his courtesy,
promising that 1 shall detain the Senate but a few minutes.
I must say that the honorable senator from South Caro¬
lina dies quite hard, but die he must in this controversy.
The gentleman says that I have had a great many per¬
sonal controversies here, and was about to remark upon
them at some length, but for the interposition of the
Chair. 1 shall not refer to his conduct touching this
rather delicate point further than to say that 1 have had
some controversies here which 1 should have been glad
to have avoided. 1 may perchance have a few others,
here and elsewhere. Lile has been with me marked with
obstacles and incitement to energetic action, and I have
delighted in struggling to overcome the one and in yield¬
ing so far to the other as to be ready to do any duty that
time and circumstances might devolve upon me. I am
not, 1 think, particularly in the habit of assaulting any
man's feelings unnecessarily and without provocation.
Those who assault mine will always meet such requital
as I may consider appropriate, with this special under¬
standing, always, that he who takes olteiice at what I
may deem it my duty to say will always, on demanding
it, receive such satisfaction as it may be in my power to
afford.
The gentleman says that there are several respectable

members of the other House who concur with him in the
opinion that my attack on Mr. Calhoun on this floor had
the etl'ect ol huri) iug Uun out ol existence. I commend
to the gentleman the legal maxim, " Cm I'het iu »uti arte

Icrtdenilum est." If these gentlemen are doctors or men
of ex|ierience iu such matters, if they are capable of de¬
ciding such a question as the one projiouiided, w hich I
must say involves a vast variety of delicatc and difficult
considerations connected with the animal frame.the be¬
ing called man.they are fairly entitled to settle the ques-
lion, and I shall not complain ol their decision , but I be¬
lieve that Mr. Calhoun's regular physician here, f)r.
Hall, (a very eminent man,) would decide the question
exactly otherwise.for he told me some time before the
lamented decease of this illustrious personage that the
disease under which Mr. Calhoun was laboring must in¬

evitably consign him to the tomb in a short period of
time. I have no painful or unpleasant feeling of any
kind in reference to this matter. My conscience is abso¬
lutely dear in regard to it. Whatever opinion other gen¬
tlemen may entertain, their opinion will not piove in the
least degree offensive to me, unless my intention or mo¬
tives should be assailed; and the honorable senator to
whom I am now responding has admitted that no design
is entertained of assailing iny motives. 1 performed at
that tune a plain but highly important public duty, under
sage and |>atriotic counsels. 1 have never regretted the
performance of that duty, but every day has given me
fresh evidence of a nature to satisfy me thoroughly that
my course was both judicious and necessaiy. The only
unfortunate circumstance connected with it was, that it
had to be performed by one of less weight of character
perhaps than so grave an occasioi*required.
The gentleman Irorn South Carolina Nay* that the late

senator from Missouri [Mr. Benton] expressed the opin¬
ion to him that my conduct toward* Mr. Calhoun was

unkind and illiberal Well, sir, the relations between
myself and that gentleman are such as to compel me, a* a

man setting up the least claim to magnairimity, to decline
saying one word of unkindness or disreg[»ect in relation
to him. He shall have the full benefit of an entire ex¬

emption on this occasion from all cavil and criticism. It
is said that Mr. Kenton expressed the opinion to the gen¬
tleman at a private interview, when I was not present,
that my conduct in his opinion had been extremely un¬

kind, and that he [Mr. Kenton] would not have practiced
any such conduct under any circumstances Well, sir,
I am quite willing to leave it to the American public, and
to the friends arid fellow citizens of the illustrious Caro¬
linian, to decide whether the individual who enlisted in

the defence of Mr Calhoun's character after his death,
when all the Senate understood him to be most unkindly
assailed, is to be presumed to have entertained sentiments
of greater unkindness to him whilst living than did that
assailant himself, i have not a word more to say on this
point. Let it go for what it is worth.
The gentleman says that I ought to be the last man to

call into question his friendship for Mr Calhoun, since

he and I concurred in supporting the distinguished sen-
ator from Michigan tor the presidency in 1s4h, and concur-

ted likewise in certain other measures mentioned by him
I did not say that on account of the gentleman's support ot
"the senator from Michigan for the presidency, ami on ac¬

count of his support of Mr. folk's administration,! had
taken it for granted tnat he desired to obtain the scat then
occupied in this body by Mr. Calhoun, 'flic grave sug¬

gestion which I made yet remains unanswered. The
rumor which I suggested as being of general prevalence
remains yet undeuied. I would ask the gentleman
whether he did not express to several persons here his
desire that Mr Calhoun should resign and run for the
presidency, intimating that he was entitled to succeed
Mr. Calhoun in this body > ask him further, if [ie did
not from time to time repeatedly express his strong anx¬

iety to take the place of Mr. Calhoun in this body ! If
he can declare, with his hand upon his heart, that these
things are untrue, I shall not say another word u|>on the
subject, and shall presume that the gentleman has suf-
fered injustice froin the tongue of rumor.

Mr. RHETT. Does the senator from Mississippi
refer to the resignation of Mr. Calhoun, and does lie
say that I counselled Mr. Calhoun to resign at that
time /
Mr. FOOTE i ask the gentleman whether he did

not express a desire that Mr. Calhoun ahould resign, at

first, and partly at least with a view of committing the
government to send one who was supposed to concur in
the sentimehts expressed by the senator on this occasion,
of hatred to the government ever since 183;i; and, sec-

ondly, whether trie senator did not, from time to time,
in various companies, express his desire that Mr. Cal¬
houn should resign his place in the Senate.intimating
that he had been long enough on the stage of public ac¬

tion, and that hia place might well be filled by some Other
person >

Mr. RHKTT. Mr Calhoun resigned his seat without
consulting me. He told ine of it without asking my
oiunion as to it. I had nothing to do with his resignation
l-nrther than that, will «ay that never expressed a de
sire to a member of the legislature, or to any intimate
friend, a« far as I know, to come here in Iiih place On
the contrary, utanding in the poaition which he stood,
thought it exceedingly important to the South that ht
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should not teoigii, and if he had consulted uie about it, I
w<»uld have countelled timi to stay hetr, to long as there
was danger threatening ibe South.
Tin- PRESIDENT. The Chair is under the iinpieasion hat (bis discussion does not apply to the ijuea

tlOl).
Mr KOOI E Will, I shall not |>re«8 the matter I

bad no idea ol bringing forward proof to sustain luy alle
gallon l'be gentleman ought to be thuukful to me for
having given bun the opiioilunity which he has enjoyed
ol explaining a barge which might have opeiated some¬
what detrimentally to his public reputation.'1 he gentleman also suggested something in regard to
the presidential election, lie ought not to have men
tioned that matter at all. Alter (lie iioininatiou of our
candidate for the presidency in 184S, the gentleaian and
myself were both residents of Georgetown, in the District
of Columbia. 1 learned that a short tune after these
nominations were made, the senator from South Carolina
called them in question : and 1 took occasion, very pub¬licly, but very courteously, to complain of hi* coutlucl as
not being, in my opinion, sufficiently democratic. And I
told him that 1 had been so informed. He did not denythat Hitch was the fact, lie had criticised our candidate,
and used, as I undeistood, very lukewarm terms of com¬
mendation.damning him with faint praise, to say the
least of it.
Mr. RHETT. I hope the senator will allow me to

stale my recollection of that matter.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair is very unwilling to

interlere but really senators should know that this mode
of discussion cannot be tolerated much longer.
Mr. KU I I.KK I hope my colleague will be allowed,

in justice, to proceed.
Mr. RllETl'. There is not a man u|ion this floor who

does not feel more mortified and more sensitive at the
position which the senator and myself occupy iu this
controversy than I do. Rut what can I do ? 1 will tell
the gentleman what occurred during the presidential cam¬paign to which he refers. Alter General Taylor was
nominated, and after General Cass had been nominated,I was at a party on the heightB of Georgetown, as the
gentleman says. Mr. Robinson, Mr. Cartter, and some
other good whig*, came to talk about the presidential
nominations, when I stated to them that, in my opinion,
the democratic nominations would be beaten, and that
General Taylor would be elected. Mr. Robinson, I be¬
lieve, toliftlie senator from Mississippi what 1 said. The
next thing I heard of it was when 1 went to nee the Presi¬
dent of the United States (Mr. Polk) one morning. Me
said to me, " How is this .' You said you would suppoit
General Cass and the democratic nominations very
clearly and very distinctly to me. Now, Mr. Ritchie tells
me that Mr. Footk told him that he heard that you
were against our nominations, and were going with the
whigs." "Why," said I, "sir, 1 never said so. On the
contrary, 1 shall certainly support the democratic nomi¬
nations, as I told you before. 1 shall support Mr. Cass,
and South Carolina will support him. All that 1 said
was that 1 believed we were about to be beaten ; and the
charge of Mr. Foots was totally ungrounded." I imme¬
diately came to the Senate and asked the senator if be
had made that declaration. He told me that he drew that
inference from what I bad said. I told him that the infer¬
ence was erroneous; and 1 told him further that General
Cass would receive my vole, anil that he would receive
the vote of the State of South Carolina. Oh, said the
senator from Mississippi, that is out of the question ; Mi.
Calhoun is against him, and he will never carry South
Carolina. Then I said to him, Will you carry Missis¬
sippi for Geneial Cass ? Certainly, said he, by ten thou¬
sand majority. I then said to him, Now, you carry Mis¬
sissippi, and don't trouble yourself about South Carolina,
and I will carry South Carolina for General Cass. The
result has shown whether I was right or wrong.
Mr. KUOTK. It thegentleman hail known what pe¬

culiar difficulties wc had to encounter in Mississippi; if
lie had known what peculiar Taylor-Cass speeches were
made there by persons who possessed a particular in¬
fluence.which made me leave certain duties which I was
performing here, lor the purpose of counteracting move¬
ments elsewhere.he would perhaps have perceived that
circumstances had occurred which 1 had no right to an¬

ticipate at the tune of that conversation. These circum¬
stances were of such a nature as even to justify some
surprise that the State was not carried by some ten thou¬
sand majority against us. Hut a truce with that.

If, when General Taylor was going to fight the Mexi¬
cans, he had declared that he was about to be beaten, in¬
stead of saying that he was prepared to whip the enemy, no
matter what torce was brought against him.if General
Scott, on any ol the battle-fields upon which he won eo
much glory, had declared to his men, "Let us advance
and meet the enemy, but really I ftimk we shall be bad¬
ly whipped," 1 believe lie would have been overcome in

every batile. That was my opinion at that time ; and 1
must say that I am not in the habit of hearing members
of a political party, honestly zealous and devoted to the
interest of that party, confessing in the presence of its
adversaries that which would enable them to quote
him.as 1 have heard the gentleman quoted.as assert¬
ing the feebleness of the ticket, and the utter im¬
possibility ol its success I have never believed that the
bright name of Mr Calhoun, and his powerfully-ex¬
pressed and maintained opinions, have received any ad¬
ditional burnishing or solidity from that source.
The gentleman says that he is opposed to these meas¬

ures of adjustment, because he is in lavor of expansion
l.et him read (he letter of Mr. Hurt, of South Carolina,
in which he touches this |>oint of expansion as a states¬
man and a philosopher In that letter he shows that if
South Carolina should secede there would be an end to
expansion ; that slave owners could not carry their slaves
bey ond their borders without going into a new country ;
that they would lark the protecting influence of the con¬
stitution of the United States, anil that secession would
coon up, cabin, and confine fatally the system of slavery
within the limits of South Carolina and yet we hear an
avowed secesMonist declaring himself in favor of expan¬
sion. What sort of expansion would that be when South
Carolina could not carry slaves beyond her borders? I
have nothing more to say about the idea of expansion,
except to mention that a governor of Mississippi men¬
tioned this idea in a late message, and the people of
Mississippi then accordingly expanded him into private
lite.

Hut the gentleman seems to think that I have more

sympathy with the abolitionists than he has I shall not
undertake to discuss this matter at length. I hare this to
say that the gentleman has not yet made an explanation
with regard to my statement that he and his particular
party agreed w.th the abolitionists in Syracuse and Bos-
ton in asserting the abstract right of secession. That is
or.e point of agreement between them They all agree
as to the territorial government bills being entitled to an

amendment.the one asking the Missouri Compromise
and the other asking the Wilmot proviso. They agree
again in RSM-rnng that the fugitive-slave law ia unconsti¬
tutional. They agree again in saying that the poopl* of
the North are light in opposing it. On these vital points
they do agree, and agree also in being opposed to the
measure which settled the Texas boundary question
There is the happiest harmony in the world between
them. Now, let ihe gentleman suggest any such points
of similitude between myself and these gentlemen ; and,
when lie does so, let linn associate my name (if it ia not
too humble) with the name of some distinguished aboli¬
tionist candidate for the presidential or vice-preaidential
honors, if lie pleases
Mr. RHKf I", hoes the senator from Mississippi assert

that at their convention the abolitionists maintained the
right of secession '

Mr. FOOTK At the Syracnse convention they passed
solemn resolutions asserting the abstract right of seces

sion, and praising South Carolina. The gentleman does
not seem to know what is going on around him. He
ought to be thank I ul to me for giving him an opportunity
ol learning We thus see what comjiany he keens
There is an old maxim that you can know a man by nis

company. Another.inaxim requires a man to know him¬
self; and if I have enabled the gentleman, bv informing
hi in of the company he keeps, to know himself, he onKht
certainly to be thankful to me The gentleman says that
there is more sympathy between myself and certain abo¬
litionist gentlemen than between them and himaelf
Well, it is not the sympathy of principle nor the sympa¬
thy of action, if any sympathy at all My vote* art ar

rayed attains! these gentlemen my principles are against
thein The gentleman's opinions are Iheira, a» (have
just now described, ami their actions are the same. Tbey
were equally opposed to the compromise measure*, tod
they aru now equally in favor of agitation against them ;
and if they do not constitute one party hereafter, it ia be¬
cause they are so lar distant in point of territorial apace.
If they did constitute one party, I would give the Senate
iny ticket for President Bnd Vice President. It ia the
honorable senator from New York [Mr. Kcwarb) (or
President, and the honorable senator from South Carolina
[Sir. Khktt] for Vice President. \ better agitation
ticket could not be made.

Hut the gentleman says that I am a consolidation**! ;
and how does he prove it ? Because I eulogized (reneral
Jackson lalwa\sdid enlogi/e him I am proud to iU
it , and I did say that I was hi favor of the proclamation
ol General^ Jackson, every part and parcel of it, ek^ept
the part which I understood General Jackson himaelf, on

due reflection, to object to. Hnt it was his nullification


